Otto Gomann — A Sinto from Halle

and a Victim of National Socialism
Part |

Otto Gomann was born on
February 18, 1911, in Wanne
(West Phalia). He later lived

in Halle (Saale), most recently

at LangestraRe 9. He worked as

a cargo driver and transported
goods and merchandise using a
horse-drawn cart. This profession
was particularly common during
Gomann’s lifetime, especially in
the transportation and trade
sectors. Otto was the son of
Agnes Gomann and Franz Lutz,
who ran his own trucking A Sinti and Roma family's trailer in Halle (Saale),
business in Halle. photograph, ca. 1936-1943
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e o about his origins and his family. They thus

s provide insights into the life of a Sinto from
Halle, whose life was violently cut short by Nazi
persecution. On January 11, January 1943, Otto
Gomann was murdered in Gusen, a subcamp of
the Mauthausen concentration camp, most
likely in a gas chamber.
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Document regarding the transfer of Otto

Gomann to the Mauthausen concentration camp, 1942
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On March 1, 1942, Otto Gomann was accused of selling a suit to a Ukrainian forced-
laborer at an inflated price. A few days later, the authorities filed a complaint against
him for price gouging. Following his arrest, he was remanded in custody. Despite the
support of his father and a lawyer, the public prosecutor’s office filed charges before
the Special Court on June 13, 1942. On June 26, 1942, Otto Gomann was sentenced to
imprisonment:

“The defendant is [ ... | sentenced to one year and six months in prison and a fine of
500 RM, or, alternatively, an additional 25 days in prison.”

However, this verdict did not mark the end of his ordeal. On November 26, 1942, Otto
Gomann was transferred from prison to the Gestapo. A few weeks later, the Nazis
deported him to the Gusen concentration camp, where he was murdered, presumably
in a gas chamber, on January 11, 1943. His case illustrates how an ordinary criminal
proceeding under Nazism could lead to political persecution and ultimately to the
murder of a member of the Sinti minority.

Prisoners in front of the
penitentiary, now known as
the correctional facility in
Halle (Saale), photograph,
ca. 1936-1945
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An Attempt at a Critical History
of the Term “Gypsy”
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The history of the term “Gypsy”’ is closely linked to external labeling, stereotypes, and
exclusion. The term was never a self-designation of the minority, but was coined from
the outside and used primarily by the majority society. Its linguistic roots likely lie in the
Middle Greek word atsinganos from the 9th century and were later applied to the Sinti
and Roma who immigrated to Europe.

The term has been attested in German-speaking regions since the early 15th century
and was associated with the image of the “stranger” from the very beginning. In the
16th century, the false interpretation spread that “Gypsy” meant “wandering crook,”
thereby linking criminality and vagrancy to the minority. As early as 1498, the Imperial
Diet of Freiburg declared people designated by this term to be “outlaws” and thus
legitimized their persecution.
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During the Age of Enlightenment, the
term “Gypsy”’ evolved from a description
of nomadic lifestyles to a racist category.
Heinrich Grellmann (1783) grouped Sinti
and Roma together as a single “people”
and perpetuated existing prejudices in a
pseudo-scientific treatise. Immanuel
Kant also contributed to this
stigmatization. He denied the minority
the ability to adapt to European society.
This served to “scientifically” legitimize
societal prejudices.

Under National Socialism, the term
“Gypsy”’ became the official category fo
a racist policy of persecution and
extermination. The “Racial Hygiene
Research Center” registered Sinti and
Roma according to racial-biological
criteria, thereby paving the way for
their deportation.

The term served to justify surveillance,
“preventive detention,” and
deportation. The Nazi genocide against
the European Sinti and Roma claimed
the lives of up to 500,000 people.
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Sonderabdrudk Mr. 95
aus dem Miniferialblatt des Reidys: und Prenf. Minifteriums des Inmern 1938 Ur. 51.

Beldmpfung ber Jigeunerplage.
ROG:L b, RFHuCHdDINoL tm RMBI. v, 8. 12. 1938 — S-Kr 1 Fe. 557 V1II/38-2026-6%).

A. Algemeine Beftimmungen.

I. Onldnbdifde Jigeuner.
1. (1) Die bidher bei bder Beldmpfung bder
eunerplage qaefammelten Criahrungen unbd die

nod) einer fremben Staatdangehdrigleit erbradt, find
bie betreffenden Perfonen ald ftaatenlod gu begeidynen.

3. (1) Die enbgliitige Feftiteung, ob ed fid um
einen Jigeuner, Jigeunermifchling oder eine fonftige
ik o ;

i

Dellmpfung ber Jigeunerplage.

ju madjen, gerabe bei ben raffereinen Jigeunern
“nfolge {fred ftarfen Wanbertriebed miflungen find.
. oeift fidg bedhald al3 notmwendig, bei der ends
fliigen 2d{ung der Figeunerfrage die raffereinen
%igcune: und bdie Mifdlinge gefondert ju behandeln,

(2) 3ur Grreidjung diefes Jieled ift e3 junddyit

exforderlid), die Raflengugehdrigleit der eingelnen im,

Deitidgen Reid) lebenden Jigeuner und ber nad
Sigeunerart umberpiehenden Perfonen feRjuftelen.

(s) Q& ordne Ddeshaldb an, baf alle fefhaften
unb_nidyt fegBaften Jigeuner fowie alle nady Jigeuners
avt umbergiehenden Perfonen beim Reicdhstrim..Pol.«
At — Reidy3gentrale jur Veldmpiung bed Jigeuner-
unmefend — au erfaffen find.

(¢) Die Pol..Wehdrden Haben bdemngemdh alle
Rerfonen, bie nad ihrem Uuzfeben, ihren
Sitten und Gebrduden ald Jigruner ober
Bigeunermifdylinge angeiehen werden, fonie
alle nad) Bigeunerart umberzieGenden Pers
fonen ftber die zuffdndige Rrim.Pol.Sielle und
Rrim.-Pol-Leitftell6” an da3 Reidy=leim.-Pol..Amt
— Reidydzentrale zur Beldmpfung bded Bigeuner-
unmwefend — zu melden. -

(s) Die Meldbung Hat auf einer Karteilarte nady

-rer Ynmweifung ded Reidy3trim..Pol.-Amtes u
eyolgen.

2. (1) Bor Grftattung ber Meldung find ale
Bigeuner, Bigeunermifdlinge und nad) Jigeunerart
umberziehenben’ Perfonen, die bad 6. Lebenjahr
vollendet Gaben, erlennungdbdienfiliy au behaudeln.

(2) Gerner ift vor ber Melbung da3 Perfonens
feftfteMunpdverfabren burdzufuhren. Fu biefem Jiwede
fann gem. Biff. AII1f bed RdGrl. v. 14. 12. 1937
— PolS-Kr 3 MNr. 1682/37-2098 (nidjt verdffentl.)
dber vorbeugende Berbredjenbeldmpjung durdy bdie
Bol. bie poligeilidie Borbeugungshaft verhangt werden.

(s) Bei bder Perfonenfeftiteliung ift aud) bdie
Glaatdangehdrigleit der erfaften Perfomen gu fibers
pritffer. Dad Ergebnis ift in der bem Reidhdlrim.»
Pol..Amt vorjulegenden RKarteifarte yu vermerfen,
unb awar dabingehend, ob die Heidsanyehdrigleit
ober eine frembe Gtaatdangehdrigleit nadgemwlefen
it. Oft ber Nadmweis weder der ReidjdangelBrigleit

%) @snderabbrude biefed RbGErL finnen bei umgehender
ﬂchllnt von Qarl Heymannd Berlag, Berlin B 8, Waner-
frofe 44, Sepogen werben. Cammelbeftelungen. erwinigt,
23

' . .

mit dem Deutihen Reidje d. 18. 3.1938 (RGBL I
©. 262), jife bie fubetendertidgen Gebiete auf Grund
bed §1 ber Dritten BO. gum Cilah ded Filprerd
und Reidh2lanylerd dber die Vermaltung der fubetens
beutichen Gebiete p. 22. 10. 1938 (RGBL 1 &. 1463)
— an, baf alle Zigeuner, Jigeunermifdylinge und
nad) Jigeunerart umberiehenden PBerjonen Dﬂpﬂl.tbfd
find, fid ber gur Gritattung de3 Sadyverftdndigen-
utadytend erforberlidjen raffenbiologiicyen Untez»
fud;ung au unterziehen unbd die notwendigen Angaben
iber ihre Ubftammung beizubringen. Die Durd-
filhrung biefer Unordnung ift mit Mitteln polizeis
liden Bmwanged fiderzuftelen. ’

(3) Lber die ftartgefundene Unterfudung und bie
Ginleitung beé‘Bu:’onenfeﬂfleﬂungénetiabrgnéert)alten
bie betreffenben Perfonen eine Befdemigung nad
vdherer Unmweifung des Reidslrim.. Pol Amus.

1" Die Ginjithrung ded Kennlartenzmanges flir
Bigeuner auf Grund des § 1 dex BO. bed RIMDY.
fiber fennfarten p. 22. 7. 1938 (RGBL. I &. 913)
bleibt vorbehalten.

4. (1) Ausweizpapiere aller Urt (‘Bdﬂe! Gtaata.
enqefarigleitzausieije, Wardergewerbeidjeine ujm.)
find" Jigeunern, Jigeuncrmijdjlingen obec fonftigen
nady Jigeunerart umbergiehenden Perjonen nur nad
vorfergehender Juftimmung der Staatl. Krint.-Pol.
— RuntPol-Stelle — uuéﬁbﬁnbtgun Dabet ift
wie folgt an veriahren: ¢ . )

. (3) Die jiie die Ausftellung dber Uudmeidpapiere
aujtdndigen Behdrden uberferven bie Unirdge mit
iprer Stellungnafme bder fiic den Sip ber betrefjenden
Yehdrde guftdndigen Niint.«Pol-Stele. Dieie Hat
— erforderlidenfalls unter Riddfrage bei ber Rrim.»
Rol.-Qeitftelle und ber Reidysgentrale gur Beldmpfung
des Jigeunerunivefend — ju prilfen, ob ble_‘Bedon
bes Vntragfteller einmwanbdirei feftjteht, oblem Pers
fonenfeftftellung2verfahren ldu!t_ und ob bie mﬁe'n-
biologifdye lhuur[ud)ung nad) Biff. 3 burdigejffet ift.
Steht bie Perfon bed Antragitellers einrandfrei feft
und liegen feine foujtigen Bedbenfen geyen die Ausd.
bandigung des Ausmeispaviered bor, fo erteilt die
Reim.»Pol-Stelle ifre Juftimmung Hiergu. Steht
jedody die Perion nicht feit, fo barf bad Audmeis-
vapier erft audgehdndigt mwerdei, 'nad)bcm bad Per«
ionenfeftftelungdoerfahren und bie raffenbiologi{de -
Unterfudhung dirdgefiifrt worden find unbd bie Perfo

einmanbirei feftfteft. '

Official Gazette of the Reich and Prussian
Ministry of the Interior on “Combating
the Gypsy Scourge,” Circular, 1938
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Today, most organizations representing this minority, including the Central Council of
German Sinti and Roma, reject the term “Gypsy” as a discriminatory label imposed by
others. It is closely associated with centuries of marginalization, persecution, and the
Nazi genocide. Instead, the self-designations “Sinti” and “Roma” are used.

The term has been criticized because it lumps very different people together under a
single label and perpetuates stereotypes such as criminality, a “wanderlust,” or a lack
of settledness. As a result, people are not perceived as individuals but are reduced to
the supposed characteristics of a group.

At the same time, the term remains

in everyday life to this day, for example
in historical food names, idioms, or older
literary works. Its use is therefore the
subject of controversy: While some view
it as a traditional term, many affected
individuals and experts point out that its
history is inextricably linked to
discrimination. Studies also show that
anti-Gypsy prejudices and discrimination
against Sinti and Roma persist to this day.
Education and a culture of remembrance
should help to break down these
prejudices.

A restaurant sign on Riigen featuring the names “Zgeurefrschnitzel”
(“6ypsy-schnitzel”) and “Megerkuss” (“Megre=s-kiss”), photograph, 2024
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Language as a Means of Exclusion: An
Analysis of the Case Files on the Gomann Case
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“Complaint Regarding a Violation
of Price Regulations”

A complaint filed against Gomann for “violation
of price regulations.” At the top of the complaint
is a large red “Z,” next to it a stamp reading
“Gypsy-” Below the heading, basic information

is listed: last name, first name, place of

Fugerabdruct genommen™®) &

Fingevabdructnahme meht evforderlich *)
Perfon iff -- mcht  fejtgeftellt™)

Darum* 4£ J 4‘{/

Amtébegerchrung . ﬁ:‘,‘, %r/
Dienitjtelle: 4" ‘/?

Halle (Saale), am / - ‘5 194'6

residence, etc. Next to “stateless” is listed erebreerh
under nationality, followed in parentheses —and m—-

repeated twice, underlined in bold red — by the
“Z” word once more. Looking at the complaint,
it is striking that the focus is not on the alleged
offense, but on the labeling of the accused as a

IIGl Ila Sl I”

Der %E}hﬁeiﬂl\lﬂb&ﬁt $Hale (Saale), den ... 4. Berz. . fei 2
- SPreidbehdrde —~ :
Anzeige wegen Verftof gegen %retsnotfd)riften

I. Sur Perfon:
Gamilienname bed Befdulbdigten: ..

~G.om an,

®eburtaname bei Frauen: ... S LT

@ornamen (Ruframe unterftreidyen): Otto Y WP Ay

Pegte TWophnung (Ort, Strafe, Nummes):.......... Halle/Saale, Langestrafe lir, 9,
Geschirrfiihrer

Gtand (Beruf, Gewerbe): ..........

Tag, Dionat und Sapr der Geburt ........ 18.2.1911

Ort der Geburt: .. Rt Vanne/Ves tfalen..

Bermaltungdbegirt (RKreid ufm.): Stadt ! 7}/‘: e Gul /Z’/& % 4
Staatenlos § Zigeuner_) o A

Staatdangehbrigleit: ...
SQugehdrigleit aur NSOUP. felt: nein ——"
nein

Sugepdrigleit ju ifren @liederungen:

Excerpt from the “Notice of Violation
of Price Regulations,” 1942
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Excerpt fromthe “Interrogation
Transcript,” 1942

“Interrogation Transcript”

The first page of theinterrogation
transcript contains the personal
information of Otto Gomann.

At the top of the document, the “Z”
word was added, underlined in bold,
and without any reference to any of
the categories. Presumably, the
intention was to burden him with
prejudice even before gaining
insight into the full circumstances of
the incident.
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“Special Court Action”

The document lists the allegations against Otto Gomann. As early as the first line, it
states: “The Horse-drawn Carriage Driver (‘Gypsy’) Otto Gomann from Halle [ ... ].”
Although this label has no apparent relevance to the alleged offense, it serves to
categorize Gomann along racial lines. On the second page, the pejorative label is once
again linked to his prior convictions. This creates the impression that there is a
connection between his attributed group membership and criminal behavior. Anti-
Roma prejudices are thus reinforced. The phrasing “[...] the woman with whom he
lives in a Gypsy community [...]” extends the disparagement to his social environment.
His living situation thereby appears to deviate from mainstream society and is

associated with contemporary stereotypes of supposed primitiveness, uncivilized
behavior, and criminality.

A3 4L

Excerpt from “Special Court Action,” 1942
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Language as a Means of Exclusion: An

Analysis of the Case Files on the Gomann Case
Part Ill

“Gomann Criminal Case, Summary”

The document repeatedly uses the discriminatory term in its arguments. This
characterization is not relevant to the assessment of the specific charge. Nevertheless,
it states, for example: “[ ... ] this punishment of the defendant (a Gypsy) for knowingly
and unscrupulously exceeding the price limit out of gross self-interest [ ... ].” Gomann’s
racist label is here directly linked to the alleged offense. On page 6, the racist argument
becomes even more evident. There, it is claimed that Gomann, “[ ... ] precisely as a
Gypsy, [should have been] particularly careful to live strictly in accordance with German
laws.” This imposes upon him, based on his attributed identity, a special duty to obey
the law. Subsequently, a sentence exceeding the statutory minimum is demanded:

“It was therefore necessary to impose a prison sentence on the defendant that had to
exceed the minimum sentence [ ... ].” The sequence of arguments suggests that the
racist attribution influenced the sentencing. Furthermore, the severe sentence was
intended to have a deterrent effect. Later on, the derogatory term reappears in a
handwritten addition. In this addition, the reference to an alleged “criminal spirit”
reinforces another anti-Roma stereotype. Criminality thus does not appear as individual
behavior, but is racially attributed to an entire minority.

dle Preise flir Anziig B e oo nes wao Sdner

e . € nicht kannte, su Ungun
clagien multe ferner berdcksichtigt

Unterwerfuncsverfah- ]
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D el -T=F T L0 e e o 1
nungssirafe wegen Verstofes

sten des An
7"."-'er§en,da[;‘> er im
O€relts mit einer Ordq.
gegen die Preisvo:schriften

Dies hat sich der Ane

belegt worden war.
: geklagte nicht Zuy

Lehre diepcn lassen,onohl er
Excerpt from “The d arauf bedacht seln multe,stre
zu lebem, Irgendwelche :
des Angeklagten
Es war deshalb

gerade als Zigeuner
12g nach den
tesonderen Unstinde
Sprechen kénnten

.. deutschen Gese
Gomann Criminal Case: =) : veSetzel
y Q12 2Zu Gun ten
»Sind nicht ersichtlich,

E€gen den Angek] apt e i
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Summary,” 1942
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